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The skies were
cloudy with a
chance of 160 ft.
inflatable bunnies,
Pepsi cans and
popcorn bags;
Over 70,000
spectators watched
as the University’s
balloon, the
Soaring Eagle,
lifted off of Central
Field at the 37th
annual Great
Forest Park Balloon
Race on Saturday,
September 20.
Hazardous
weather in the area
forced many of the
60-plus balloons
competing in the
race to remain on the ground.
Even the Energizer Bunny
Balloon could not keep going.
remaining tethered during the
race. Despite the rain clouds
looming overhead and some
broken equipment, however,
the University’s balloon made
it into the air for several
minutes before safely making
an emergency landing near the
World’s Fair Pavilion as it began
to rain. The winning craft was
that of STLToday.com, whose
pilot dropped a beanbag 26 feet
from the target left by the race’s
“hare” balloon.
The night before the race,
dozens of balloons lit up
the park as pilots tested out
their burners and the crowds
were given a little sample of
Saturday’s free entertainment
and not-so-free food.
Sporting a cowboy hat
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and perched on the edge
of the wicker basket of her
rainbow-colored balloon was
the University’s pilot, Janice
Sines. A chiropractor by day,
Sines led the University to
a victory at last year’s Forest
Park competition. Despite her
accomplishments, however,
Sines says she is “really just
passionate about [the sport]”
and “want[s] to give the
University some publicity.”
Riding alongside Sines this
year was alumna and current
graduate student, Molly Harris
Handrahan. Entering the
drawing for the spot “just for
giggles,” Handrahan says she is
actually afraid of heights, and
had to overcome her fears by
thinking about the race as “a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity’
that would “make a great
Facebook status update.”

Children of all ages formed
a long queue up to the
University’s tent in the middle
of the field, where they played
games and won candy and goldand-purple Frisbees. Among
the many volunteers in the
tent was Carla Hickman, who
sported the pink bunny-ears hat
ubiquitous on the park grounds
that day.
At around 4:30, Sines
and Handrahan prepped to
climb into the basket, while
the ground crew, which also
included some faces familiar
around the University, began
unpacking and blowing up the
balloon’s colorful envelope.
Ten minutes later, the Soaring
Eagle and its smiling, waving
passengers were lifting off the
ground.
Crew members Mary Gould,
senior, and sophomore Mirita

Smiley agree
that the best
part of the day
was watching
the balloon
land.
“The crowd
applauded
us the whole
time,” says
Smiley, who
also enjoyed
working with
Sines, who
she says is “a
wonderful
human
being” and “a
comedian.”
Gould was
also part of the
chase van
that followed
the balloon to
where it landed
amid a crowd of spectators.
“There were tons of kids around
and they really enjoyed balloons
landing all around them. I
thought for a minute that it
might be dangerous, but the
pilots handled everything really
well, and even got the kids to
help them take their balloons
down,” she says.
Students at the University
who attended saw another
familiar sight that day as
parking lots quickly overflowed
with cars, forcing many to park
far away from the grounds.
Just before the race began,
the crowd began snapping
pictures of the balloons in
order to compete in a contest
for the best shot of the race.
The winner of this year’s
photo contest received a
year’s worth of movie tickets
from Wehrenberg Theaters.

Kiesel Shares SSM Success With Business Students
By Rayneisha Lovelace
Reporter

On October 7th in the
Library’s Lewis Room,
Marketing and management
developer Neil Kiesel spoke
to the university to educate
young business students on the
history of his business, Sisters
of St. Mary Health Care. While
educating the students on the

history of SSM, he also talked
about the company’s strategic
planning, explaining to students
that this business strategy was
one of the main reasons for the
success of the hospitals. The
meeting was held in the Lewis
room of the library.
SSM Health Care grew out
of a health care ministry. It
begun in 1872 in St. Louis
by the congregation formerly

known as the Sisters of St.
Mary they where nurses and
care givers at the time. In the
late 1800s, several sisters left
that congregation and formed
another congregation elsewhere
in the country. In the late 1980s,
the two congregations reunited
and formed the Franciscan
Sisters of Mary. SSM Health
Care name pays tribute to those
early sisters who provided loving

care for people who were sick.
Kiesel administers to seven
hospitals: St. Mary’s, St. Joseph
west, St. Joseph Wenstville, St.
Joseph St. Charles, Cardinal
Glennon, DePaul hospital
and SSM Health Care Central
Region. Their mission statement
is “Through our exceptional
health care services, we reveal
the healing presence of god.”

Cont. In Kiesel, Pg. 4
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New Contractor Sought for Future Anheuser-Busch Hall
By Jessica 'Thurmond
Reporter
Coming this fall, Fontbonne
University will begin
renovation on the Science
Building. For 25 years,
Anheuser-Busch has supported
the University. Recently,
Anheuser-Busch donated
one million dollars to help
renovate the new building.
In honor of the donation the
Science Building will be called
Anheuser- Busch Hall.
“The renovation of the
Science Building was originally
postponed because the Board
ofTrustees felt it would be
prudent to wait until we
could be more certain about
the economic conditions
that impact Fontbonne,”
says Marilyn Shepherd, Vice
President of Advancement.
“Most of Fontbonne’s
income comes from tuition.
Therefore, before incurring
the expense of renovation,

we waited until after fall
enrollment to be certain that
we could comfortably sustain
the renovation expense.”
Enrollment this fall semester
was strong enough for the
board to continue with the
rebuilding and to rebid and
receive a new estimation.
“While all of this has been
going on, and in light of the
current state of the economy,
construction costs have
dropped considerably since
we asked for the initial cost
estimates. It therefore made
sense to rebid the job. We have
received new cost estimates
and they are significantly lower
than the last bids.” The new
renovation will be constructed
by S.W Wilson Construction
Company. The work done to
the building will consist of the
construction and renovation
work that will be done to the
building.
S.M Wilson Construction

Company is a full service
construction management
and general contracting firm
with its headquarters in Saint
Louis. S.M Wilson is one of
the largest general construction
and construction management
contractors in the Saint Louis
Area. It was also named 2006
Business of the year by Saint
Louis Mayor Francis Slay.
Shepherd says, “They were
deemed the most desirable and
appropriate to do this job.”
The renovation will consist
of new classrooms, conference
rooms, faculty offices, science
labs, and a demonstration
kitchen. Monsanto, a
cooperation, which helps with
growth in Science Education,
also recently gave the
University a major gift. This
gift will help in remodeling
the greenhouse which will
be renamed the Monsanto
Greenhouse. “The greenhouse
will be a part of a new addition

to the building. You might hear
references to the tower that is
the new piece of the building,”
says Shepherd.
During the renovation, the
science building will be closed
for classes. Shepherd says,
“Classes that were scheduled
to be in that space have already
been re-located to other
buildings on campus.” Some
of the physical construction to
the building will obviously be
the remodeling of the science
laboratories; a new electrical
plumbing throughout the
building; a student lounge;
updated and enhanced
classroom technology,
including wireless technology;
accessibility improvements,
including a fully accessible
elevator and restrooms on each
floor.
The renovation will benefit
the Fontbonne students.
Shepherd says, “Students,
faculty and staff will be the

beneficiaries of a building
that is not only beautiful, but
is a state-of-the-art facility.
It should have an extremely
positive effect on students who
take classes in these new rooms,
and on faculty and staff.”
“The rebidding and
renovation of the science
building is important for
preparing students for the
workplace,” says Shepherd.
“According to the 10-year
employment projections by
occupation in the St. Louis
region, the need for employees
in the business and financial
operations area will have
increased by 12% in 2014.
Food care preparation, plant
science, medical care and
biotechnology, increasingly
important to our regional
economy, require an educated
work force. Of all those
occupations are directly
linked to the work that goes
on in the science building.”

Student Government
Association
Agenda for October 2009
SGA Executive Board
President- SGA@fontbonne.edu

Rachel Hanson

Maggie Pohl.

Vice President ofAdministration

Melissa Roberts

Jake King.

Vice President ofFinance

Vice President ofMarketing

Andy Dusanowsky...... Student Issues Chair- SISGA@fontbonne.edu

Marketing:

Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ
and professor of theology
at Fordham University,
discussed the “Quest for the
Living God” as part of the
Carondelet Lecture Series
on Oct.6 in Doerr Chapel.
Attendance was high, as many
spectators were required to
watch a live feed from Doerr
Chapel to the Library’s
Lewis Room. The lecture
series will continue through
the following semester.

- Be on the lookout for the
upcoming SGA commercials,
including special guests and officer
sectets!
-Movie In the Meadow was moved
to the DSAC due to flooding
issues.
-SGA had a successful “Meet
SGA” table in The Caf’, giving
away candy and two gift cards to
interested students.
Student Issues:
-Orange Soda will be replaced by
Brisk Ice Tea in The Caf’ Soda
Machine due to requests for more
non-carbonated drink options.

Community Outreach:

-SGA is looking for volunteers
for Oasis International, an

organization benefitting
immigrants in the Saint Louis area.
Contact Melissa Roberts for more
information.
-In time for the Holidays, SGA
has adopted an immigrant family
in the Saint Louis area from
Oasis Int’l. This family of mother,
father, and five children moved the
United States six months ago from
Afghanistan. Upon arrival, the
family was told their five-year-old
daughter has luekemia and must
recieve constant treatment. 'This
constant care has inabled either
parent to be employed.
-SGA asks the Fontbonne
Community to donate toys,
clothing, furniture, space heaters,
blankets, and other necessities
to help this family during the
holiday season. Contact Melissa
Roberts or Rachel Hanson
for more information.
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Sororities and Fraternities Still Exist Within the University
By Ashley Porter
Reporter

On many college campuses,
the existence of fraternities and
sororities provides students with an
opportunity to belong to a sisterhood
or brotherhood of their peers that not
only lasts during college, but a lifetime.
Fraternities and sororities have existed
for hundreds of years on university
campuses, but all students have not
had equal access to the brotherhood or
sisterhood. It is important to remember
that fraternities and sororities reflected
current college acceptance policies
toward individuals of African descent.
Today, even in the midst of the
academic gap among African American
and European American students, it is
difficult to imagine African Americans
being denied the right to attend school.
As difficult as it is to face our nation’s
history of racial discrimination and
segregation, citizens cannot deny the
impact slavery and racism had on
African Americans and education. It is
probably even more difficult for citizens
to imagine individuals of African
descent not being considered entirely
human
Even in the midst of these adverse
circumstances, African Americans
like Frederick Douglass and countless
others illegally freed themselves from
the mental chains of slavery through
literacy. African Americans eventually
gained access to education, but it
was also separate and far from equal.
Consequently, African Americans
were also denied access to Caucasian
sororities and fraternities.
Since African Americans in the past
may have not have been accepted
into the traditional brotherhood or
sisterhood, they were also prevented
from experiencing that sense of
belonging and lifetime connection
to their peers. African Americans
continued to fight for equality and
access to programs traditionally reserved
for European Americans. They found
another route to achieve that sense of
acceptance, through the establishment
of African American Greek-letter
organizations.
Although fraternities ano aurorities
are not present on the campus, students
still have the opportunity to join offcampus chapters, like the Alpha Kappa
Alpha sorority and the Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity. In fact, student Justin Ross
is a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity, while Brittany Childress
belongs to the Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority. Recently, representatives for the
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and Alpha

community,
that
information
also causes
one to wonder
about the
foundations
of such
fraternities
and sororities.
Members
of the
organizations
are familiar
with their
history,
however others
outside the
sister and
brotherhoods
are not as
knowledgeable
about their
past.
According
to the Alpha
Kappa Alpha
website, the
sorority was
founded
•
A
in 1908 at
Howard
University.
The founding
members
were Anna
Easter Brown,
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH
Beulah Burke,
Lillie Burke,
Marjorie Hill,
Margaret Flag£
Holmes, Ethel
Hedgeman
Lyle, Lavinia
Norman,
Lucy Slowe,
and Marie
_______ 1
Woolfolk
Taylor. In
Kappa Alpha sorority were present
addition, the AKA site indicates that
on campus during the Multicultural
the sorority is the oldest Greek-letter
Festival, providing students with
organization established by African
information about their organizations.
American college-trained women.
They also indicated that they were
Moreover, it states that the founding
dedicated to community service
members were just one generation
projects.
removed from slavery. There are also
The Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority
two themes permeating throughout
shared that they were hosting a
Alpha Kappa Alpha: the importance of
Tea dedicated to domestic violence
the individual and the strength of an
prevention. The Alpha Phi Alpha
organization of women of ability and
fraternity said that they were connected
courage. The AKA website provides
to the Big Brother, Big Sisters
information about their extraordinary
organization through my Brother’s
service program designed to meet
Keeper, a mentoring program for
the needs of the Black community
African American young men. Although
with comprehensive non-traditional
both African American Greek-letter
programs. Furthermore, the site states
organizations play an active role in the
that they have a specific program,

POLITICAL AWARNESS

POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT

designed to help members reach
their full potential: non-traditional
entrepreneur, economic keys to success,
economic growth of the Black family,
undergraduate signature program,
economic educational advancement
through technology, and health resource
management and economics.
Alpha Phi Alpha was the first African
American Greek-letter organization
founded at Cornell University. The
fraternity began as a support group for
students of color dealing with racial
discrimination. Alpha Phi Alpha’s
principles are scholarship, fellowship,
good character, and the uplifting of
humanity.
Leslie Doyle, director of Multicultural
Affairs shares that she is a member of
Delta Sigma Theta. Delta Sigma Theta,
Inc. is dedicated to serving the needs of
local communities. Their programs are
inspired by the organizations Five Point
Programmatic Thrust: economic and
educational development, international
awareness and involvement, physical
and mental health, and political
awareness and involvement. She believes
that there are not many differences
between traditionally Caucasian
and African American sororities and
fraternities. She says Delta Sigma Theta
and other NPHC organizations are
rooted in African American tradition
and strive to better the community
She shares that her great aunt
and aunt were Deltas. She also
says that all the sharp women she
knew were Deltas. Doyle believes
family involvement attracted her to
the sorority. After researching the
organization, she thought it would be
a natural fit. She chose to join Delta
for the sisterhood. Delta is composed
of more than 250,000 college educated
African American women dedicated to
sisterhood, scholarship, and service.
She says that joining Delta is one
of the best decisions she has ever
made. She shares that she can find a
sorority almost anywhere. As a result,
membership allows her to connect
with someone that shares many of
her same beliefs and values and even
experiences. She believes that Delta
membership provides wonderful
networking opportunities. She also
shares that she is a campus liaison for
Delta and helped several students that
were interested in the other Divine 9
organizations. Doyle believes students
become very interested in fraternities
and sororities once they know about
them or view them as an option.
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Ohlms is Baking Up Someting Good
By Shannon Behnen
Reporter

In high school, Mary Beth
Ohlms had a job at St. Joseph’s
Hospital in the kitchen/diet
office. “Up until this point in
my life, J had no idea what a
dietician was,” says Ohlms.
During this job, she rapidly
became involved in the dietary
needs of patients. “I found it
fascinating to learn about the
different diets and how to eat
healthier. The people that I
worked with help me get on
track to where I needed to go to
school to accomplish a career in
dietetics and education.”
Ohlms says that she has
always wanted to be a teacher.
Her supervisor at her other
teaching job told her about
an open teaching position at
the University. “I was always
impressed with the reputation
of Fontbonne,” claimed Ohlms.
“Fontbonne is honestly my
dream job.” Ohlms said this
with a laugh; she loves the fact
that new teachers are placed
with a “partner” of a different
department to ask questions and
learn more about the school.
Ohlms says, “The cubical
environment is very convenient.
If any of us have a question
or concern, we just shout to
one another over the cubicals,

which is much more convenient
that the offices that were in the
Science Building.” She is also
impressed with how well the
staff gets along at the University.
“Everyone here is so welcoming
and will take time to answer any
questions that I, or anyone else,
have.”
Ohlms is especially looking
forward to the new renovation
in the Science Building. “We are
expecting a food lab on the first
floor of the Science Building
coming in the near future” says
Ohlms. “The food lab is going
to be set up where the teacher’s
desk will be in the front and
there will be a kitchen stations
all around the rectangular room
which will face the teacher.
This will give the students
better access to the instructor
and better access to other
students at the same time when
demonstrating.”
Ohlms is currently teaching
HES 119, HES214, and HES
326 and co-teaches HES 424
with Professor Cheryl Houston.
She says, “All of these courses
have information that you can
use today, tomorrow, and the
next day; that is what is great
about all of these courses.” HES
424 can teach you how to better
your diet and create different
types of foods that taste the
same as the originals, like the

pizza muffin. The pizza muffin
was made in class when Ohlms
had the students use less cheese,
wheat instead of regular white
bread, and a less salted tomato
for the sauce, “The pizza muffin
has been the student’s favorite...
This is truly a fun class!”
Another recipe that the class
tried in HES 424 was Paula
Dean’s “Red Velvet Cupcake.”
Paula Dean is notorious for
making her foods with high
amounts of fat. “We decided
to take her recipe for the Red
Velvet Cupcake and replaced the
fat with fruits and vegetables,”
says Ohlms. The class added raw
beats and fresh zucchini which
made this dish less in fat and
high in antioxidants. “My class
had a good laugh when I told
them that I did not like eating
beats. I think they taste like
mud!”
Ohlms says the Dietetics
department truly lives out the
University’s Mission. “Our
mission is to have our grad
students help families have
better lives and well-balanced
meals. We truly live this mission
to heart.”
Although Ohlms may go
back to school to get her Ph.D
in the future, she says, “I
plan on staying at Fontbonne
until they kick me out!”

Cont. From Kiesel, Pg. 1
Kiesel ended his discussion of
the mission statement by saying
“Health care is a human to
human interaction.”
Throughout the presentation,
Kiesel mentioned the four key
influences on how people can
choose good healthcare. One
is patient experience, second is
the doctor, third is the hospital,
and the fourth is the location
of where the hospital is. The
hospitals alternative is to make
sure salary is reasonable for
Female students gathered on Wednesday, October 14 to
their doctors and competitive
undertake the ultimate Barbie Workout, hosted by Residential
against the other hospitals.
Assistants Rachel Beydler and Maggie Pohl, complete
Ihis is a very important factor,
with 1980’s spandex, leg warmers, and sweat bands.
Kiesel says, because you want to
keep the best doctors
“The patient’s are choosing
health care and other relevant
Kiesel mentions that when
hospitals based on location and
fields. These fields will continue
they recruit doctors they
doctors recommendations,” says
to grow as population increases.
look for very well educated
Kiesel.
and experienced doctors
Kiesel’s advice will help the
in different fields. Today
University
’s students go on to
customers are paying attention
lead better businesses, both in
to how much health care is

(Left to Right) Members of S.A.G.E. gather for
a quick group photo despite the absence of male
members, an absence not stereotypical of this group.

S.A.G.E.: Beyond Stereotypes
By Julie Loehr
Reporter

It is a beautiful, sunny day
on campus, and the activities
fair is underway. A booth that
reads S.A.G.E. stands alone
in a corner. People walk by,
curious of this inconspicuous
booth. Many walk off, shaking
their heads in disgust, but
others stop to get information.
S.A.G.E. is a group on
campus that represents
Straights and Gays for
Equality. Once present on
campus many years ago, it
had faded away until Mary
Maxfield took a stand. Three
years ago as a freshman at
the University, Maxfield was
uncomfortable with the way
the university, students and
teachers would perceive her
being homosexual. In the
course “Diversity and Social
Justice” with Director of

Multicultural affairs, Leslie
Doyle, Maxfield witnessed an
openly gay speaker admit to
being proud of his sexuality,
and this inspired her courage.
Approaching Doyle after class,
the two decided to bring new
life to S.A.G.E. that year with
Maxfield as the president and
Doyle as the organization
advisor.
Two years into the club’s
reformation, Maxfield’s passion
remains and followers keep
growing. The club hopes
that 2009 can be a beacon
of hope for equality in the
gay community. With events
like National Coming Out
Day on October 11 th, and
a screening of the film Milk
on October 12th, S.A.G.E.
hopes to continue their efforts
of creating sexual equality
on campus. With a strong
leader like Maxfield, the
organization can only excel.
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Joyce Starr
Johnson:
Interim VP
of Academic
Affairs Finds
Life Inspiration
In Textiles
so beautiful,
it really
was God’s
country,”
Joyce Starr Johnson, a lover
says Johnson.
of textiles and fabrics, has
“Beautiful
made over 100 quilts, even
sand dunes
one to help raise money for
and beaches,
the well in Sudan. “I haven’t
lots of
kept track of all of them and
Joyce Starr Johnson, Interim Vice
summer
have given most of them
President of Academic Affairs displays
recreation, big
away” says Johnson. “I love
her favorite textiles in her office.
hills, sand, lots
fabrics. 1 love what people
Textiles. In 2000, Johnson
of snow for
do with fabrics. From the
received her PhD in Textile
skiing in the winter, and fruit
mundane things such as
History from the University
orchards everywhere, mostly
underwear and t-shirts, to
of Missouri-Columbia. “I
cherry trees.”
how they make them unique.”
became a full-time teacher
Johnson graduated from
Johnson is the new Interim
here in 2001.
Traverse City Senior High
Vice President and Dean of
Johnson hopes to inspire
School. Her senior year
Academic Affairs.
the same interest she holds
she opted to study abroad
Johnson oversees everything
in textiles in her students.
and went to Australia. “My
to do with academics,
“Textiles are all around us
most amazing memory of
from course offerings, to
- in our clothing, in our cars,
that time was getting to see
scheduling classes, to helping
in our homes. We carefully
so
many different parts of
hire faculty. “No two days
choose our textiles to comfort
Australia. I went to Sydney
are the same. When I come
us, to make us look better,
and Melbourne; I lived on
in the morning, I have no
and to symbolize who we
the west coast in the state of
idea what I am going to be
are and what is important
Western Australia in a city
doing that day,” says Johnson.
to us. We can often tell a
called Perth.” After traveling,
“When I was a teacher, I
person’s religion, social status,
she continued her education
felt like I could actually do
or personal values from the
and went to college. Although
something concrete to help
textiles they choose. The
college was difficult for her,
a student or fellow faculty
history of textiles is really the
she found herself interested
members.” Johnson believes
history of humans.”
in textiles and the historical
that she uses “a real problem
Johnson has found that her
details behind them. “I love
solving approach in this job
new position can be more
what the people do with the
as well.” Johnson took the
difficult than teaching at
simple weaving process. It
Interim position because she
times. “It frustrates me when
has deep cultural meaning.
just couldn’t say no. “Last
there should be a simple
It’s very complex and there is
year at the faulty and staff
answer to a simple problem.
a lot of research to be done.”
appreciation dinner the priest
I wake up in the middle of
Johnson
finally received her
said sometimes we are led to
the night thinking I forgot
Associates Degree in Applied
do things we would never
to do something.” Although
Science from Northwestern
consider. I think that applies
college can be a struggle, she
Michigan College.
to my decision.”
want students to understand
After attending NMC, she
Johnson was born and raised
the importance of continuing
received her Bachelors and
in northern Michigan by the
their education. “You can
Masters Degrees in Textiles
shores of Lake Michigan,
lose your house, your spouse,
hours from Detroit. Johnson is and Apparel from Iowa State
your job and your car, but
University. “I had to find my
the middle child of three girls.
nobody can ever take your
passion,” Johnson says. “After
“I had a normal childhood,
education away from you.
that it became easy for me.”
both my parents were math
Your education is a reflection
After leaving Iowa, Johnson
teachers. We moved around
of who you are and what
and her husband moved to
a lot but I had a normal,
you value. Make it count.”
sheltered childhood.” Johnson Saint Louis in 1989. Johnson
began working at Fontbonne
grew up in Traverse City. “It
in 1995 as an adjunct
was a small town we called
professor to teach HES 202:
God’s country because it was

By Jessica Thurmond
Reporter

HES Professors, Dowell’s
Passion Lies at the University
along with a strong interest in
studying men’s clothing, both
of which developed during high
school. “My brother dressed like
Professor Angie Dowell looks
GQ, and I had a subscription
like a student as she heads to
to
GQ magazine at 17,” she
her classes on the third floor of
says. However, after starting her
the Science building. A friend
studies within the department
describes Dowell’s fashion sense
Dowell changed her focus to
as a “mix between motorcycle
the social and cultural aspects
and classic,” but difficult to
of dress.
pin down precisely. Among the
For students enrolled in or
things which set her apart are
considering
the HES major,
her unique (and usually quite
large) earrings, and her multiple Dowell has lots of advice
to give. “Take advantage
colorful tattoos.
of
the resources around
Despite her student-like
you, the faculty with their
appearance, however, this
experiences and advice.” She
native Missourian (originally
also recommends taking full
from Center, just outside of
advantage of the opportunities
Columbia) has been teaching
offered by the department like
for the past seven years. She
field trips and internships.
started teaching as an adjunct
“Life is too short to be in a job
while working on her Masters
you don’t like. Find out where
at the University of Missouri
your passion lies,” she says,
Columbia, and most recently
addressing HES majors.
taught at Pittsburg State
Dowell says the University
University in Kansas. She has
had
a lot of appeal to her for
always taught in the Human
many reasons, one being its
Environmental Sciences
focus on teaching and not
department.
research. Dowell also says the
Dowell once worked as a
Unviersity’s mission statement
buyer for a retail clothing
was
a major reason for why she
store, but left that job to teach
wanted to work here.
because she “did not want to be
Another compelling factor
responsible for the success of
was the city in which it
failure of items of clothing.”
the University is located.
For her undergraduate and
Dowell wanted to move to a
master’s at Columbia, she
metropolitan area and Saint
focused on textiles and apparel
Louis offered that while
management, and received a
allowing her to be close to
minor in women’s studies. The
family. Dowell says that the area
driving idea for her master’s
“feels like home” to her.
degree thesis was “one and
Dowell did have a few
two sexed bodies, their ideals
apprehensions
about coming to
in dress.” This study focused
her new job. She had concerns
on the changes brought about
about settling in with the
in Enlightenment society as a
students and staff at a private
result of the idea that women
school where her dress style
are not biologically identical
might be questioned. This fear
to men. Dowell discussed how
was proved to be ungrounded,
this shift is reflected in women’s
however. “I cannot be happier,
clothing fashions of the period.
I have been very welcomed.
In addition to her teaching
People have gone out of their
job, Dowell is working on her
way
to be friendly and help me
PhD. in American Studies
fit in.”
from Kansas University. Her
Dowell says she is content
dissertation will be focused
in
her current job as an
on Shampoo Ads post World
educator here at the University,
War Two with respect to the
with only one caveat: “The
domesticity and feminine
only other job I would want
hygiene elements of the ads.
would be to be Jon Bon Jovi’s
Dowell choose the HES field
wardrobe stylist; that is the
for her studies initially because
only other thing I could see
of her interest in why people
myself doing,” says Dowell.
dress in the ways that they do

By Jennifer Bidstrup
Guest Writer
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21 Questions with Chris Gill
By Jake King
Features Editor

“I hate textbooks. They are all so boring.”
What are your thoughts on Kanye West?

Chris Gill, student activities director, can
be found every day sitting in his cozy
office located in the heart of the DSAC
with several students and a giant bucket
of candy. However, there is more to Chris
Gill than just Slinkies and a plethora
of Mr. Potato Heads. Gill, is, in fact, a
man who thinks we’re all going to die
on a Tuesday and that King Kong could
take Godzilla in an ultimate battle.
Where were you born?
Photo Courtsy of Fontbanner archives circa 1980s from an
article on the first year of co-ed living in Saint Joe Hall.

“I was born in Peoria, Illinois. But
I grew up in Carmel, Indiana.”
What’s your birthday?

Home Sweet School for Jackson
By Mary Gould
Reporter
Keii Jackson has spent much of
her career moving back and forth
all across the Midwest, exploring
different jobs and trying to find
exactly what she wanted for a career.
Now, Jackson, the University’s new
Director of Advertising calls St. Louis
and Fontbonne home.
“I’m glad to be back, I’m glad
to stop moving,” says Jackson,
who, since the beginning of her
education, has lived in Chicago, Ill.
and Macomb, Ill., and Kansas City,
Mo., just to name a few. Jackson
holds an undergraduate degree in
communications from Western
Illinois University and a graduate
degree in integrated marketing and
communications from Southern
Illinois University Carbondale.
From working in admissions at a
small community college as well as
Saint Louis University, to working
in marketing at the Washington
University School of Business,
Jackson has held a variety of jobs in
Higher Education for the past ten
years.
“Working at Wash U was great.
It was nice to focus on marketing
full time, but I really missed the
student contact that 1 had when I
worked in Admissions. For me, I
felt disconnected to be without that
student connection; that is the whole
reason I chose Higher Education,”
says Jackson.
Jackson is happy to be connected to
students in her daily life again. She
is also looking forward to building
the University’s Advertising program.
“For a while, Fontbonne hasn’t had
too many dedicated faculty members

in the Advertising program, they
have all been adjunct. We’re working
on providing a richer experience for
the traditional students who have
had to take their Advertising classes
at night for the longest time.”
In addition to fulfilling the duties
of directorship, Jackson is currently
teaching one class, Introduction to
Advertising, and plans to develop
an Advertising Club, which she will
advise. 1116 club will work internally
with various departments and
organizations around campus to help
build strong portfolios for advertising
majors, something Jackson says is
very important to her. “'There is a
great group of students that I can see
working really well with this, and
I know there is a good demand for
this type of work on campus,” says
Jackson. “I’m really open to new
opportunities for the program and
for the students.”
Although she is getting familiar
with many students at the University,
navigating around campus is
presenting a challenge. “I’m still
learning the ropes,” says Jackson.
“The other day I got lost because
I went up the wrong stairwell, I’m
constantly doing dumb things.”
Jackson says she is “really
impressed” with the University’s
campus life. “A lot of schools talk
about the community that they have,
which is a great thing to say, but a
lot of times it doesn’t exist. It has
been great to see that in action here.
From day one I have seen such a nice
spirit of care and cooperation among
everyone, faculty and students
alike. I’m really looking forward to
meeting more people and working
with everyone,” says Jackson.

“I was born on February 3rd 1975.”

“I don’t have any thoughts on Kanye West.
Well, I thought it was rude what he did
and it made him look like a moron but he
makes a lot more money than I do so...”

Conan or Letterman?

“I don’t really watch late night
T.V. but I guess I’ll say Letterman
because he is from Indiana.”
If you didn’t work at Fontbonne
what would you do?

“I would love to be a movie critic.
How cool would that be? Best job ever.
Especially if you could just talk about
the movie rather than write about it.
What a lazy job. I would like that.”

Do you have a wife and kids?
“I have a wife, Cathy, and two sons,
Cameron and Christopher.”

What super power would
you like to have?

What’s the most trouble
you have ever been in?

“This is so strange but I would like to
have the power of intangibility. If I had
that power I could walk through walls,
bullets could shoot through me, and stuff
like that. I would go to the worst areas
and pick fights because no one could
ever hurt me! It would be awesome!”

“I never really got in trouble. I was that
dorky kid that always followed the rules.”

You have a lot of toys in your office.
Do you have a favorite toy?

Being in education yourself, what was
your favorite stage of your education?

“I like my collection of Mr. Potato
Heads, especially my Darth Tater.”

“College! I loved college!”

Batman or Superman?

Do you have a favorite band?

“That’s a good question. Batman has
cool gadgets but there’s something to
be said about being invisible and being
able to fly. I guess I’ll say Superman but
I like the Batman movies much better.”

What is your favorite color?

“People say I look good in
orange so I’ll say orange.”

“Hmmm....that’s a tough one. I once
saw the Barenaked Ladies in concert
and I really like them. I also really
like John Mellencamp.” (I would
like to mention while elaborating
Gill name dropped Guns n’ Roses as
being one of his favorites bands. Are
you as surprised by this as I am?)

Do you have a favorite TV show?

“I love LOST but Fringe
is a great show too.”
How about a favorite movie?

Well, that’s a tough question because
I have a favorite movie for each
genre but I really love all three of
the Lord of the Rings movie.
Speaking of movies, what was the
last movie that you cried at?

“I have never cried at a movie.” (I
think this could be false...)

Sci-fi convention or a beach vacation?
“Are you kidding me? A beach
vacation!” (I’m shocked.)
Who’s going to win the Super Bowl?

“I don’t really know. If I had my
choice I would want to see the
Manning brothers against each other.
What an awesome Super Bowl!”
2012. Fake or be prepared?
“It’s fake. They also thought the world
was going to end in 1999. No one
knows when the world is going to
end. It’s going to happen on some
random Tuesday. You’ll be going into
work and then you’ll be dead.”

King Kong vs. Godzilla who would
win in this ultimate battle?

What book do you hate the most?

“King Kong. He’s American.”
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Sister of Saint Joseph Keeping University Archives Alive
By Sam Waites
Reporter
As an archivist for the
University, Sister Jane Hassett
preserves history. But as one
of fourteen remaining Sisters
of St. Joseph of Carondelet
and a former president of the
University, she has played an
integral role in shaping its
history, as well.
Having lived through
World War II and the great
depression, Sister Jane can
recall days and events from
60 years ago as if describing
what happened yesterday. “We
did have electricity and water.
The real differences were the
electric motor cars and the fact
that only department stores
and movie theatres had air
conditioning. Life was a little
bit more simple back then.”
A native St. Louisan who
grew up on the south side.
Sister Jane attended Loreto
Academy through both

elementary school and high
school. Her mother stayed at
home to care for her and her
sister, and her father practiced
medicine.
While she was always an
excellent student, Sister Jane’s
entry into religious life was
an unexpected turn. In high
school, one of her history
teachers made her fall in love
with the subject, which she
went on to study at Maryville
University.
After receiving her
undergraduate degree in 1951,
however, she found herself at
a crossroads. “I didn’t have a
clue what I wanted to do. So
my father gave my sister and
me an ultimatum. ‘Either go to
graduate school or get a job.’
I decided to enter a secretarial
school but left after a few
months.”
Nevertheless, she looks back
on this phase of her life fondly.
“I loved working downtown.
I used to jump on a streetcar,

one of those big lumbering
things and ride it all the way to
Broadway and Olive,” she says.
Her life changed drastically
when she heard that several
of her girlfriends were going
to religious school. “At first
I didn’t want to go [...] I
couldn’t make up my mind
whether it would suit me well.”
Upon further deliberation,
Sister Jane decided that
convent life was indeed for
her and she became a member
of the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Carondelet at the age of
twenty-three.
While she says her mother
was very supportive of this
decision, her father’s reaction
was disappointing. “[He]
was opposed to it and didn’t
think I would last very long
in there. I really don’t think
my father took this decision of
mine seriously up until the last
minute when I took my final
vows,” she says.
During the first few years

of her religious life Sister
Jane taught history in several
Catholic high schools in
Kansas City, Waco, Texas, and
Marquette, Michigan.
In 1960, Sister Jane went to
live in Paris, France for a year.
During this time she wrote her
dissertation paper for a Ph.D.
in history, which she says was
“a piece of cake compared to
the hardships of convent life.”
In 1972, she began her
thirty-nine-year affiliation with
the University. “I was the first
President selected by the board
of trustees; up until this point
all of the school presidents
had been selected by the
Archbishop,” she says.
From the start, Sister Jane
had a lot on her plate as
president. In addition to the
radical social changes taking
place across the country during
this time, Fontbonne College
was also going through a
financial crisis. “When the
board decided I would be a

good fit for Fontbonne, I was
warned that the school was in
a pretty bleak situation. Our
whole staff, which was always
understaffed, worked on frozen
salaries for nearly two years;
this really helped us balance
our finances out.”
This troubling period in
the University’s past is now
safely tucked away in one
corner of Sister Jane’s office
on the lower level of the
library. But her commitment
to education in the face of
hardships has not faded. “The
best thing about this job is the
commencement ceremony.
When all of those first
generation college graduates
receive their diplomas in the
spring, and I can see parents
out there beaming with
pride. That’s what makes this
job so inspiring” she says.

MAT Students Mapping Out Diverse Educational Futures
By Ashley Porter
Reporter
While factors like money
and job security determine
many student career choices,
Mellomonique Greene’s
decision sprang from illiteracy
rates among African American
males. Greene believes that
the Master in Arts ofTeaching
(MAT) program in which she is
enrolled provides students with
an opportunity to buck this
trend. She chose the program
as a means of preparing herself
to meet the diverse needs of
students struggling within
the framework of the current
educational system.
Greene says that the MAT
program has not only provided
her with classroom strategies,
but an entirely different v.v.. of
the education field. Before the
program, Greene admits that
she viewed teaching from the
perspective of a student, but
now, she is able to view it as a
teacher or as an administrator.
While she is currently studying
to become an English teacher,
her goal is to use the classroom
experiences in the program as

a foundation for a career in
administration.
She believes the classroom
will provide her with an
opportunity to hear children’s
voices. Greene, who also serves
as a substitute teacher for
the Jennings School District,
says that news coverage of
our nation’s school system,
student literacy rates, and
volunteer work within the
Jennings School District are
motivating factors behind her
decision to study education.
Greene thinks that modern-day
classrooms need an application
of “fresh” methodology as well
as a rejection of the “norms”
regarding educational disparity
among students.
She reveals that the
number of black men who
are functionally illiterate
shocks her. Greene goes on
to share an alarming relation
between student reading
level and possibility of future
incarceration in our nation’s
prison system. She stated that
reading level is included in
the prison forecast formula.
She added that individuals
not reading beyond the 3rd

or 4th grade reading level
are more prone to future
incarceration. She stated that
most incarcerated males are
African-American. However,
Greene also hopes to have
more black men as teachers in
the classroom. She believes the
presence of African American
male teachers is important for
all students, providing them
with positive black role models.
She thinks their presence may
possibly change the tone of the
education field.
She referred to her motto
as “know better, do better”
to explain how she believes
education and literacy have
the power to provide students
with knowledge that will have
a transformative impact on
their actions. She believes that
educators must be able to see
the potential in every student.
Greene hopes to motivate
students to learn and care
about learning. She admits that
the educational system seems
to be more about money than
educating students.
Greene insisted that she
would like to have a positive
impact on her students. She

understands the importance of
content; she realizes that her
impact on students may not
necessarily involve content. She
hopes to serve as a role model
to her students, letting them
know they can succeed, that it
is possible. Greene believes that
her personal experiences as a
student will allow students to
relate to her instruction.
She would like to teach
middle school students,
ranging from 12-14 years of
age. In addition, she hopes to
work with a diverse student
population. As a volunteer at
her son’s school and substitute
teacher for the Jennings School
District, Greene has worked
with predominantly African
American students. She has
enjoyed her work with these
students, but she would like
to complete observations
and possibly student teach in
a variety of school settings,
providing her with an
opportunity to interact with
students from all backgrounds.
Greene looks forward to
her future teaching position,
still most future teachers are
fearful about some aspect of

their career choice. She insists
that she is not afraid to teach
or interact with students.
She is most concerned about
collaborating with other
teachers and being taken
seriously as a new teacher.
During her classroom
observations, she witnessed
the most effective teachers
challenged by student behavior.
She believes teachers
should implement current
strategies and methodology
in the classroom. She admits
that substitute teaching
has provided her with an
opportunity to apply behavior
management techniques in the
classroom.
Greene is also concerned
about teachers’ lack of exposure
to multicultural literature and
social justice information,
with many seminars on
the topic of multicultural
education being optional even
with the changing classroom
population.
As schools become
increasingly more diverse,
Greene says she believes
educators must work harder
to address student diversity.
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The War Over Wydown: Washington U Versus You

Reporters Venture into the Competing Minds of the Bears and the Griffins
By Megan Myers
News Editor

They’re brilliant, rich,
have trust funds, and
hang out in the most
elite cafes in Clayton.
They drive a brand new
car paid for by mom and
dad, who, of course, are
the world’s movers and
shakers. Oh, and they
wear wool turtleneck
sweaters to class every
day.
We’ve all heard the
jokes about the kids “over
there,” our longtime
neighbors at Washington
University.
When 1 first began
classes here, 1 was pleased
to find that many of
the local businesses
catered to college
students. Of course, I
somehow knew that to
most of them, college
student is virtually
synonymous with
Washington University
student. The ominous
question of whether or
not people could detect
my Fontbonne-ness
made walking around in
the area a very strange
affair. There is a certain
amount of guilt in such
speculation: after all, no
one should feel inferior
because of the school
they attend. Not here in
caste-less America, where
no one is really better
than you, just a little
more loaded, perhaps.
Nevertheless, the
“Wash-U question” is
pervasive in aspects of
our day-to-day dealings
here on campus. Every
time we walk (or run)
from our cars parked
along the Berlin Wall
known as Wydown
Boulevard, we pass
their massive iron gates
and ivy-covered lawns
bordering the plush
residence halls. They
speak to a tradition of
wealth and comfort that
rather clashes with the

thrifty technique many
of us have adopted of
parking blocks away
from school just to skirt a
$120 pass.
One day, after
discovering that my next
class had been canceled,
I was feeling adventurous
and so decided to
make an expedition to
Washington’s behemoth
of a library. The
“campus” is a walled city.
After about a 20 minute
walk down Big Bend,
I finally was able to get
through the gate and
begin wandering around
hopelessly in search of
the Olin Library. Inside,
I felt like a pinball,
getting trapped between
construction zones every
now and then, or ending
up at that gate again.
But still, no turtlenecks
observed.
After about 45
minutes, I had to swallow
my pride, and explain
my plight to the most
sympathetic-looking
by-stander I could find.
She explained that I was
standing about 10 feet
away from the library
in a tone much more
patient than I could
have mustered, before
introducing herself as
Amber Mohrmann.
We started talking
about our colleges; the
things that made them
unique, and the qualities
they shared.
“Different schools
have different cultures,”
mused Amber as we sat
on a bench in an atrium
teeming with students
wearing sweatshirts
and full tuxedos and
everything in between.
“I don’t know why, but
we never see any of you,
so it’s kind of hard to .
even make a judgment
about Fontbonne
students. Although, the
people there 1 know are
nice.” To my surprise,
one of these people was

sophomore Kelly Doyle,
who went to high school
with Amber and shares
her love for art.
Amber believes there
is a “bubble” that traps
many Wash-U students
on campus, and it’s
not simply the 10-ft.
wrought-iron gate:
“When they’re freshmen,
they’re not allowed to
have a car, and they
have to get used to
finding everything they
need on campus. But
once they’re allowed
to drive, especially the
out-of-state people, I
think they’ve just lost
that desire to explore
their surroundings,” she
said. But Amber, who
commutes each day from
her house in St. Louis,
doesn’t think Washington
University will ever feel
like a home to her.
While acknowledging
that most of the students
at her school really are
loaded, she quickly
excluded herself from
that group, and told me
how an art scholarship
and a little good luck had
led to her studies there.
After a little while I
felt comfortable asking
her about the infamous
“Fontbonne Halloween
costumes.” Were they
really a gesture of ill will?
Amber told me that as
far as she knew, nothing
derogatory was meant
by it. In fact, the purple
and gold Fontbonne
t-shirt and mug that a
friend of Amber’s wore
at the annual Halloween
costume party last fall
were provided by a
Fontbonne student who
was attending a campus
ministry program with
them.
Our conversation
was cut short when I
suddenly remembered
the car I had parked
on Wydown...

Continued in
Wash UI

By Mary Gould
Reporter

They walk past our
campus on a daily basis,
yet to Washington
University students, the
fact that Fontbonne
students exist is always
amazing.
“It’s a really good
school, and I think a
lot of smart kids go
there, “ says sophomore
Ted Gansmann, “but
obviously they’re not
smart enough to realize
that we all go here, I
guess they’re kind of
naive, they’re book smart,
but we’re street smart.”
“I think that WU
students believe that
they’re smarter than
Fontbonne students; but
then again many WU
students think they’re the
shit,” says senior Andrew
Seidl. “As for libelous
language? I have never
heard any...it’s mostly
the legendary status of
Fontbonne that keeps
students amused.”
Washington University
student Amy Cohen
added that she doesn’t
think too many students
think negatively of the
University either. “I
don’t know anyone in
particular who has said
anything seriously or
downright negative about
Fontbonne,” says Cohen,
“but there are definitely
people at Wash U who
have elitist sticks up
their Stairmaster-firmed
butts, so I’d be willing to
bet that any negativities
might stem from that.”
For Fontbonne
students, it seems as
though a lot of the
negative attitude held
about Wash U comes
from their inability
to recognize us as a
functioning University.
“Do you really want me
to tell you what I think
of Wash U?” jokes junior
Jackie Raines. “Seriously

though, I think they are
a little too entertained by
the idea that Fontbonne
actually exists, which is
just obnoxious. I had a
friend who was walking
on their campus once
wearing a Fontbonne
t-shirt, and a group of
people stopped and asked
to get their picture taken
with her.”
Seidl describes
Fontbonne as a
“University of myth.”
“We know it exists. We
know it’s across the street.
But have we ever seen
a Fontbonne student?
Nope.” While Seidl
immediately commented
that he’s sure people have
actually seen Fontbonne
students and just don’t
realize it, he still claims
that Fontbonne students
are a scarcity. “When we
drive or walk past FU,
do we see students in the
parking lot? Nope. Just
lots of cars.”
“My friend Jeremy and
I were trying to figure
out an easy Halloween
costume,” says WU
junior Sheyna Ezrapour,”
we had the idea to be a
Fontbonne student so
we just decided to go
as a couple. We went to
the campus store and
we each got a sweatshirt
and pair of shorts. So we
went around together
Halloween night with the
tagline “we”re Fontbonne
students-we only come
out at night”.
“When I first came to
Wash U, I thought it was
a community college.”
says Cohen. Cohen, a
Chicago native, also
explained that maybe
the fact that Fontbonne
is largely a commuter
school gives reason to
why they never see us,
as well as an additional
explanation. “ I think
part of the ‘joking’ on
Wash U’s part is also that
Fontbonne is religiously
affiliated and while Wash

U is not, our heavily
Jewish population gives
us a somewhat religious,
or at least cultural feel.
It’s really just an issue
of ignorance.” Cohen
says that because of the
University’s religious
affiliation, there is some
confusion as to what type
of school Fontbonne is.”
“I think maybe also that
because it’s religiously
affiliated people might
think it’s a retreat center,
or a school specifically for
educating religious leaders
or something rather than
a collegiate institution
just like Wash U.,” says
Cohen.
Sophomore Lisa
Obermark, who will
most likely attend
Washington University
next year as part of the 32 Occupational Therapy
program expressed her
disappointment in the
relationship between the
two schools.
“I know two people
that go there, and they
both say that all of their
friends don’t think we
exist and it’s just really
annoying, Fontbonne’s
a good school too,” says
Obermark. “You’d think
we’d have some kind of
interaction, being right
across the street from
each other, but we don’t”.
However, junior Jackie
Raines recalled a time
where Wash U students
seemed to get some
enjoyment out of our
campus life. “Last year, a
group of guys came over
for Springfest. They sat
down at a table and were
hanging out and listening
to the a cappella group
that was playing. A few
minutes later they saw the
boxes of old Fontbonne
athletic jerseys that were
being given away, so
they grabbed a few and
were on their way.”

Continued in
Wash U 2
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Second Annual Lip Sync: Singing Strong or Sounding Wrong?
By David Cartier
Sports Editor

On most Friday
nights, students can be
found out and about
at house parties, the
movies, sporting events,
and the bars. But on
Friday, September 25,
you could find most
students in the DSAC
Caf’. Fhe Fontbonne
Activities Board (FAB)
put together a lip-sync
competition that drew
a really large crowd for
a Friday night at 9:30.
There were over 100
students who attended
this event, much to the
surprise of FAB and their
advisor Geoff Edwards.
“We were ecstatic
to see approximately
125 students show
up on a Friday night.
This event used to be
the Talent Show, bur
we never had enough
students participate or
attend... But the unique
combination of being
able to perform without
really having to sing
has really attracted our
student body. We were
simply blown away by
the attendance,” says
Edwards.
Libby Brauss, In the
Spotlight Chair on FAB,
was in charge of the
event, which had nine
performances overall,
rhe event started off the
night with a performance
by FAB and Edwards,
followed by the students.
The event had three
judges: the president of

Cont. Wash U1
two hours ago and the
lovely sulfur-yellow
notes a certain parking
official liked to leave on
the windshield.
The experience
brought to mind an idea
that seems to emerge
in all of the literature
and history classes
I’ve taken here: that
we define ourselves by
creating an “other;”
an individual or group

FAB, Mary GoulcfFMary
Alice Pierce (as Ellen
Degeneres), and Tyler
Malich. The students
were judged on three
things: costume, allaround performance, and
crowd appreciation.
Fhe night was littered
with many songs from
the present and a few
from the past that
brought back some
memories. There was the
first student performer
who sang “When I ruled
the World” by Coldplay.
He knew all the words
and was very dramatic,
but the lack of a costume
and a less-than-excited
crowd didn’t help him
win.
The next performer,
a young, freshman
gentleman sang “The
Assumption Song” by
Arrogant Worms. For
students unfamiliar with
this song, get familiar,
and fast. Students in
attendance was laughing
and enjoying watching
him perform. His
costume, although
lacking, was a costume
all the same, and his
all-around performance
proved to be a real crowd
pleaser.
Ihe fourth
performance saw the
oldest song of the night,
“Bohemian Rhapsody”
by Queen. Ihe
performance was topnotch. rhe gentleman’s
costume looked like it
came straight out of
Freddie Mercury’s closet
and he happened to

that stands for what
we are not. But even
if 99% of Washington
University students
d wear turtleneck
sweaters, sip chardonnay
while doing homework,
and look down on
Fontbonne students,
the Amber Mohrmanns
across the street, don’t.

know all of the woras as

I heard the familiar

well. He made a valiant
effort at an air guitar
during the solo, but
could’ve done better. It
was a long hard song,
and he made it his own.
Next walked out a
guy dressed as a girl,
with two enthusiastic
back-up dancers behind
him. Hannah Montana
began to play. The
crowd roared with
laughter and delight. It
was obvious the cross
dressing gentleman
was pretending to be
Hannah Montana and
knew none of the words.
He was helped out
enormously by his back
up dancers who had a
choreographed dance
moves and were nailing
it behind him. If it
weren’t for the costume,
and the dancers, this
song wouldn’t have stood
a chance.
There were four
performances left. The
crowd enjoyed a group
of girls named the
Falcons sing “You’re
Hot, then You’re
Cold.” The enthusiastic
girls jumped up and
down a lot and wore
bandanas. The “Disco
Stick” performance that
followed the Falcons was
equally alright, but I give
it a slight edge because
the performer had her
own “disco stick” and
was doing a good job
dancing with it., but the
best was yet to come.
I know, for me, its been
a very long time since

voices of N*Sync, so
when two young men,
Mike Horn and T.J.
Eggleston, walked on
stage dressed like the
group back in the day,
I had to laugh. They
performed the hit
single, “It’s Gonna Be
Me” and really brought
the house down. They
had all of the dance
moves down and knew
all the words. The scene
was both hilarious and
surprisingly good. They
were, without a doubt,
the leaders of the lip
sync.
The judges only took
a couple of minutes to
decide who their top
performers were then
announced the winners.
“In third place, and the
winner of $25, Freddy
Mercury and ‘Bohemian
Rhapsody.’ In second
place, and the winner of
$50, Hannah Montana
and her wonderful back
up dancers. And Finally,
in first place, and the
winner of $100, Mike
and T.J. as N’Sync,” said
M.C. Davie.
I personally thought
the young gentleman
who sang “The
Assumption Song”
should have placed,
but I wasn’t a judge so
it wasn’t my decision. I
can promise you I was
not expecting to have
so much fun at school
on a Friday night. Well
done, FAB, well done.

Cont. Wash U 2
In addition to the occasional
group of Wash U students
wandering around our campus,
every fall, Fontbonne participates
in the St. Louis Area Dance
Marathon that is held at Wash U.
The event, which raises money
for Children’s Miracle Network,
is made up primarily of Wash U
students, but also has participants
from other area universities and
schools.
“They are always very thankful
that we participate,” says Raines,

Mike Hom and T.J. Eggleston won first prize with
the an extremely believable N*Sync impersonation.

A mysterious Hannah Montana made a guest
atppearance with her back-up dancers.

Ellen Degeneres (sophomore, Mary
Alice Pierce) took time from her hectic
television schedule to judge the lip sync.

“and there is never any tension, we
all have a lot of fun together, and
we’ve even won awards during the
event.”
“I can see why the majority of
people here don’t like Wash U.
Any time you encounter someone
from Wash U, they are amazed
that there are actually people
that go to Fontbonne, let alone
live here. They just ask stupid
questions and joke about being a
Fontbonne student, it’s annoying,”
says sophomore Dan Valentine.
“It can be funny though too. I
met a few Wash U guys who asked

me to come over and party with
them. They told me to bring some
of my friends because they think
Fontbonne girls are way more
attractive than the girls over there.’
Valentine, who is enrolled in the
ROTC program through Wash U,
says that while their behavior can
be annoying, it’s pretty harmless.
“Other than the questions they
always ask me, none of them
treat me any differendy, they’re
good guys for the most part.”
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A Life worth Living
“And death shall have no
dominion.”-Dylan Thomas
I remember the last time I
spoke to Dr. Shapiro and I will
never forget the message she
gave to me that day. This past
summer, before she departed
on her last vacation abroad
I received a phone call from
Dr. Shapiro. She was waiting
to board a flight at Lambert
Internationa^ a flight, which
would eventually take her and
her mother to South America.
She loved this continent
both for its physical beauty
and its ethereal nature.

Around this time I think
Rose knew her days on earth
were numbered. Such a horrific
realization for any living soul,
especially for a woman who
had been blessed with a zealous
fervor for life and her work:
that never diminished. Rose

One of the most extraordinary
things about Rose was the
amount of out-of-class time
she was willing to spend on
her students. One spring, she
and I were talking after my
advising appointment, as we
often did, and she asked what
I was doing for the summer. I
was always comfortable with
Rose, so I gave an honest

I became an English major
in my last year of my General
Studies Bachelor. Though it was
Dr. Moore and Dr. Sommer
who inspired me to add an
English degree, it was Rose
Shapiro who made it happen
in one more year. 1 first met
Rose during the spring of 2006
when I was exploring what
adding an English degree would
entail. She impressed me with
her humor and good nature
and her honesty about her life
experiences and disease. Rose
not only guided me towards
what classes to take, when and
where, but she also gave me
confidence as a woman. I cannot
pin point any one conversation

epitomized what it means
to be a professional, and she
ardently devoted herself to
her work; as a writer, teacher,
and advisor to her students
It was not unlike her to call
me as she had always done in
the past. In fact one time she
even tracked me down, after
I was procrastinating about
signing up for my upcoming
semester classes. Rose found
me on Facebook and wrote to
me saying, “Look I’m going
to get you to sign up for your
classes; and this is a lousy way
for me to have to do it.” After
reading her message I broke out
laughing hysterically and went to
her office and signed up for the
appointment the very next day.
While Rose could be a tough
cookie, she also had a beautiful
side to her, she was a lover of the
human race.

-Sam Waites
Class of 2011
answer— absolutely nothing.
She asked if I’d like some help
with my writing. Within a half
hour, we had drawn up a course
for me, with short stories to
read and themes to consider
in my writing. She met with
me all summer and both my
writing and my knowledge
of literature grew immensely.
-Laura Reilly

we had, but I remember
thinking that she was one of the
kindest, most knowledgeable,
and most accessible teachers at
Fontbonne. I looked forward
to bringing her my synthesis
and other papers to near her
opinion. Everything she did
was so matter of fact and
succinct, without making others
around her feel inferior.Igreatly
respected Rose Shapiro and am
sorry for her family and friends.
1 deeply regret that future
Fontbonne students will
be deprived of her heart,
her mind, and her soul.

-Nicole Glauber
Class of 2007

My first memory of
Rose was in the summer
of 2002. I was fresh out
of high school and ready
to start my college career.
I went to meet with her,
my appointed advisor,
to come up with my first
Fontbonne schedule for
the fall semester. I found
her in the East Building,
in a sparsely decorated,
delightfully old office. I
thought she was beautiful.
She had a crazy amount
of very dark hair that was
in a ponytail on top of her
head, strands spouting out
like fireworks, She kicked
my mother out, which I
found just wonderful. She
wanted me to start college
on my own without a
parent hovering nearby.
My mother was clearly
annoyed, but what could
she do? This is how I
first came to adore Rose.
She
courses set
up, caretulry registering
me for classes online,

I was one of
Rose’s rhetoric
students way
back when I was
a freshman. I
took both courses
(honors sections)
with her even
after realizing
how much more
difficult her courses
seemed compared
to the courses my
classmates were
taking. She was
an amazing person
both personally
and professionally.
I always enjoyed
running into her
on campus and
catching up even
if just for a few
minutes in between
classes. I can
never forget how
generous she was to
me and I don’t feel
that I could ever
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repay her for what
she has taught me,
but at one point
I brought her a
small token that I
thought she might
appreciate. She
proceeded to show
it off to everyone
she could with great
enthusiasm: a mini
Boggle keychain.
Once, during a
late-night session
of procrastination
and trying to figure
out how we would
resolve my friend’s
potential issue
with too many
absences in Rose’s
class, we had a
stroke of genius:
I, with perfect
attendance thus far
for the semester,
would draft a
legal document
transferring my
unused excused

Rose Passalaqua Shapiro

absences to my
friend so that my
friend would not
fail the class. We
spent some time
researching the
language or legal
documents and
composed as legal
sounding of a letter
as freshmen in
education possibly
could. We figured
she probably
wouldn’t honor
the document
without some
witnesses, so we
inserted celebrity
signatures -1 don’t
remember who
all the signatories
were, but I believe
die Tooth Fairy,
Santa Claus, Sitting
Bull, and Abraham
Lincoln were all
nvolved. We
:ealed the letter up
md prepared to

Fontbanner

My acquaintance with
Dr. Shapiro was limited but
poignant, as she became my
interim advisor while Dr.
Sommer was on sabbatical
last semester. In all of our
meetings and conversations
that spring, it had never
occurred to me that she was

so sick. Rather, it was Dr.
Shapiro who asked me how
I was feeling when I walked
into her office. I can think
of no better testament of the
strength and character of this
sorely missed woman.

-Megan Meyers
Class of 2011

A Storm Reflected
for Rose

your goodbye is a promise oflightning
—Audre Lorde
You held up the mirror of your eyes
and I saw the curling words sprouting and winding
like live wires among the strands of my hair:
I had been electrifying reams
of paper in an oblivious storm.
I never told you how this vision sent flashes
through the shifting fog
of my consciousness,
building me toward potentialities
I didn’t Know I had.
1 came to you an uncertain little smudge
of a storm cloud
with a presence still wavering,
but I think now, at the loss of you,
I have the strength for lightning
and the voice for what comes after.
deliver it the next
morning after class.
Rose cracked up.
She loved it. Of
course she didn’t
transfer my unused
absences, but we
entertained her and
my friend did not
fail the class on the
basis of excessive
absences, so we
felt like we had
accomplished our
mission. A few
years later I was on
the third floor and
saw she was in, so I
stooped by to visit
oniv to find that she
L^d kept the letter
for giggles and fond
memories. I was
honored that she
still thought of me
fondly and I still
think of her fondly.

-Kelbe Hollrah
Class of 2006

-Lauren Wilding
20 October 2009

Onward to Paradisio
I’ve wanted to let you know it’s Fall where I am now.
1 can always tell from the way the cold air’s
fingertips trace spirals all over my cheeks and
dig its nails into my skin.

I wish to tell you how the trees are turning now. How
the reds and golds make the forest look to be frozen
in fire, How, when the wind hits it just right, the
fields shimmer and undulate like a sea of chlorophyll.
I hoped to say how warm the sun gets first in the morning. The
rays building, piling up, and slowly spilling over the blackened
horizon. I always wanted to describe to you the way the tree-lines’
silohuette sits out againgst the sunset, looking like giant cut-outs.

But I know,
as things are now,
you can see it all
far better than I.

-Dominic Dimanche
Class of 2009
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From Caracas, Venezula to Griffin Baseball: Cesar Tovar III
By Julia Loehr
Reporter
The capitol of Caracas,
Venezuela is a city of three
million people located in a
valley near the Caribbean Sea
and the mountain range, Cerro
Avila. Caracas is known for
its tropical feel with beaches
and mountains, but also by
baseball hall of famer, Cesar
Tovar. Cesar’s career started
in 1965 with the Minnesota
Twins as an outfielder
followed by playing with the
Philadelphia Phillies, Texas
Rangers, Oakland Athletics
and New York Yankees.
During his Major League
Baseball career, his son gave
him a grandson. We know
him as Cesar Tovar III who
plays for the Fontbonne
Griffins as a shortstop. At
the age of three, Tovar began
playing baseball just like his
grandfather. He remembers
his grandfather teaching him
how to play baseball and how
to play catch.
Because of his grandfather,
he also wanted to come
to America to achieve the
American dream. Tovar began
going to school in Iowa at
Marshalltown Community
College for three and a half
years. Then striking an interest
for St. Louis University he
wanted to change schools, but
back home in Venezuela, his
baseball coach suggested that

Fontbonne was a better choice.
Back in Venezuela, baseball
is very popular where, Tovar’s
favorite team, El Leones de
Caracas plays. Tovar has a
good reputation because of his
grandfather, however, family
values, life and the culture
there is very different from the
United States. Tovar’s family
lives in a duplex, where his
father, sister and brother live
on the first floor, his grandma
and great aunt live on the
second floor and his uncle and
two cousins live on the third
floor. The dance clubs are
open until six am, and a tank
of gas costs about a dollar fifty.
Even though his parents are
divorced, both parents are very
supportive of their children.
Tovar’s sister, Ariagnny,
18, is a sophomore at the
University of Venezuela and
his brother, Gherson, 17, is a
foreign exchange student at a
high school in Tennessee and
playing soccer. His mother,
Aura, owns a successful book
business known as Barsa
Planeta as his father, Cesar
II works at a bank and is the
president of the Cesar Tovar
Foundation. The foundation
is dedicated to the late
Cesar Tovar and helps poor
children in Venezuela all year
round. Tovar calls his father
for support and advice after
games, his father knows a lot
about baseball, even though he
did not make it professionally

because he was too short.
Tovar feels the pressure
sometimes, but is happy to be
taking advice from his father.
Tovar is at the University for
his second semester, playing
baseball and is majoring in
business. Last season his stats
had an average of 330, one
homerun and ten RBI’s being
on the first tournament team.
Tovar had e mailed Griffin
head coach, Ryan Good, to ask
him if he could come and play.
But before Tovar could
play, he needed a place to
stay. Luckily, Good found
a group of guys, including
best friends, Dan Horn and
Jason Nikolaisen that would
be great for Cesar, not only in
the classroom, but also on the
field. Horn and Nikolaisen
played high school baseball
together and became great
friends. After seeing him
play, Good believed Tovar had
some ability and as the season
went on, Cesar improved
and helped the Griffin’s win a
conference tournament. Good
feels like Tovar landed in his
lap for a reason. Good believes
that “Cesar is a tremendous
asset to the team” and is
happy that he is a part of the
University.
Nikolaisen plays right field
playing for his third year
with the Fontbonne Griffin’s.
When Tovar came to the house
for the first time, Nikolaisen
was worried about what he had

to help him with. Since Tovar
came from Venezuela with
nothing, one of those worries
was finance, but he had mostly
everything covered. To Tovar,
the Nikolaisen family is very
welcoming to him, and he is
happy to call them his second
family. “Every morning we
wake up and get to school by
eight am and follow a strict
schedule: class, weight room,
baseball and more class. With
Cesar not having a car we are
pretty much together all day,”
says Nikolaisen. The boys let
him stay, but he had to sleep
on the couch. At the moment,
the boys are helping him find
another place where he can be
more comfortable. Nikolaisen
believes that Tovar is a good
asset to the team because he’s a
fun guy and brings character,
to the team.
Dan Horn, another friend
of Tovar’s, is a senior at the
University and is student
teaching at Brentwood High
School. Even though Horn
is not playing baseball this
year, he played for the last
four years as a catcher on the
team. Just like Nikolaisen’s
family, Horn’s family takes
care of Tovar as well. When
Tovar came to the University,
Horn thought it would be a
great opportunity to take him
in as a teammate and a friend.
Horn believes that Tovar is a
great asset to the team and it
wouldn’t be baseball without

his Latino friend. “Cesar is a
good friend and a great guy
to be around. He has taught
me much over the past year.
I look forward to going back
to Venezuela with him,” says
Horn. The three of them were
inseparable before Horn began
student teaching, now Horn
only sees Nikolaisen and Tovar
every once awhile because of
conflicted schedules.
Nikolaisen and Horn got to
travel to Venezuela with Tovar
last summer. Nikolaisen had
a great time and believed it
was life changing to see how
baseball was so important to
such a poor country. There is
a lot more to the game, than
making it big and making
millions of dollars. He also
believes that in Venezuela the
people value family a lot more,
and your friends are your
family.
In the future, Tovar would
like to be a professional
baseball player for the
Minnesota Twins just like
his grandfather, but if that is
not achieved, he would like
to go home to help his mom
with her book business. Tovar
will graduate in December
of 2010 and, even though
he misses his home country
of Venezuela, he knows he is
in America for the long run.
Who knows, we may be seeing
Tovar on the professional
ball field sometime soon.

Tales From the Fontbanner Crypt...
Powder PuffPreview A short excerptfrom The Font, October 31st, 1966
'By Maffynn Curley

) As cold weather approaches
land the avid sports fan focuses
)his attention on whether Notre
jDame will remain undefeated
.or whether the Green Bay
Packers will win the Pro
western Division, a group of
'approximately fifty girls prepare
•for their own big encounter.
They will soon take the field
>in the annual Junior- Senior
(Powder Puff Football Game,
^November 13.
. To observe these girls during
practice sessions, one can see
the many facets of Fontbonne’s
'unique women at work. As

she charges down the field
in sweatshirt, cutoffs, and
knee socks, her regulation
flags flapping in the breeze, a
spectator might overhear her
rendition of “You’ve got be a
football hero to get along with
the good-looking boys.”
Practice sessions may not
reveal a feminine Joe Namath
or Paul Hornung, but they
have already provided many
a football player’s nemesis—
bumps and bruises. The sight
of a Johnson’s band-aid or the
smell of Ben-Gay easily marks a
girl as a Powder-Puff player.
The coaches, eagerly awaiting
the game’s outcome, were

willing to provide a few pre।
game comments. Mr. Fugate, (
the senior coach, holds the
opinion that his team is fighting
a lost cause. The seniors say
Mr. Fugate, are “bruised and
broken girls so often trampled 1
and trounced who have not
1
concluded illogically that
i
they are losers. “The senior
।
game plan as stated by Mr.
(
Fugate is simple: “The seniors
want to stay alive.” Looking
to his overall team strength,
Mr. Fugate describes his
players as petite, but cute. His 1
able assistant, Mr. Puricelli,
I
gifted with a perceptive
i
eye, heartily agrees........
।

Fall Athletic
Team
Season Reviews
will appear
in the next
edition of the
Fonthanner. Be
sure to keep
your eyes
open before
Thanksgiving!

